Questions Became Aims:

Introduction
• Schools are constantly striving to reach all parents and to
increase parental engagement, but with the ever increasing
need for parents to work, parental engagement opportunities
within school can deplete
• Parental engagement in learning vs Parental involvement in
schooling
• There are many advantages to having outstanding parental
engagement and partnerships. It is widely researched that
parental engagement has a positive impact on children’s
learning, behaviour and attendance.
• The school and the parents all have crucial roles to play and
the impact is greater if parents and schools work in
partnership.

•
•
•
•
•

Parent / Carer (Family) Forum
Programme for Parent Learning
Enrichment activities
Involvement and ownership
Parental Questionnaires

What kind of links are there and how can we move from
involvement to engagement?
How can we move from problems to collaborative solutions?
How can we enhance all forms of communication to meet the
needs of all our parents?
How can we encourage parental understanding to facilitate
learning?
Does parental engagement lead to pupil progress ?

Combined Engagement Process
Home

Generalisation

Contact and Links

‘Parental Learning’
increases ability and
confidence to support
children at home

Practicing skills at home
from ‘Parental Learning’

Using the most effective
communication between
home/school/health/
emotional wellbeing

School

Website

Who’s Who

•
•
•

Confidence and trust
increases attendance

Information, documents,
photos and videos of daily
life in school enables a
common understanding

Responsibilities, Routes
and protocol, face to
names, sign posting to
relevant support agencies

.

Use of Results
Does increased
parental
engagement lead to
improved pupil
progress over time?
It is difficult to measure the
qualitative progress due to there not
being a control group........
However, the following has been
identified and analysed….
•

Measures
Collaboration
Parent Learning
Achievement, Behaviour, Communication

• Interest, Understanding, Participation,
Empowerment
• Shared Vision and Aspiration
• Encouragement, Support, Empathy
• Belief in the school and in our school
curriculum
• Trust in the school community

Achievements
• Updated home-school diary
• Updated and relevant information on website
• Transition Information for parents
• Meet the teacher events
• Learning and engagement workshops
• Organisation: dates and times
• Communication: parentmail / emails / text
Lessons to be learned
• Social Media
• Create supporters

Increase in parents hearing their
children read and supporting them
at home with ‘take home’ tasks
and ‘values’ tasks is
evident.
•

•

Longer Term
Implications

Strategies

Is there an open and beneficial dialogue?

What Leads to Successful
Engagement?

Increased attendance from
parents at ‘Watch me learn’
sessions and ‘Stay and Play’
sessions each term.

Increased attendance at school
events, assemblies and
celebrations throughout the year
from parents.

• Increased number of parents
meeting with teachers to discuss
provision and targets for specific
groups of children.

Action Plans/Next Steps
• Parent Forum
• Parent Mentors for new parents /
parent buddy system
• Twitter

